Dental caries is the most common chronic disease affecting the children today. Many dental problems can be effectively prevented in children if they are detected early. Medical practitioners play a major role in the primary care of the child and are well positioned to recognize potential problems, encourage preventive care and refer appropriately. So the present survey was conducted among Medical practitioners in Kannur, Kerala to determine their knowledge, attitude and practice in Pediatric preventive dental care.o assess the attitude and practice of dental professionals towards using of advance Radiographic technique.
INTRODUCTION
Dental caries is an important public health problem. When it affects children younger than 6 years, the term "Early Childhood Disease" is used to describe it. It begins early in life, progresses rapidly in those who are at high risk, and often goes untreated. Its consequences can affect the immediate and long term quality of life of the child and can have significant social and economic consequences on the child's family as well 1 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
A cross sectional study was 
RESULTS

The questionnaire was answered
by 100 medical practitioners out of which males constituted 49 % and females 51 %.
( Fig 1) .The answers to the queries to assess the knowledge regarding the risk factors for dental caries is given in table Figure   2 , and most of them (42.6%)considered 5 years of age to be appropriate for the first oral health examination by dentist. 
| 13
Beena et al • Journal of Research in Dentistry 2017, 5(1):11-15
DISCUSSION
Oral health is an integral part of complete health and a fundamental factor of quality of life. Children may be affected by a number of oral diseases, most commonly, dental caries. Several factors are associated with high levels of dental caries among children including a lack of oral health knowledge among parents and children, lack of adequate oral and regular dental visits by children. 4 Contemporary guidelines for oral disease m a n a g e m e n t r e c o m m e n d e a r l y professional intervention so that the effects of oral disease can be reduced or eliminated. In the survey by Olga et al. (1996) 68% of the physicians recommended the first visit to the dentist at 3 years of age, following the popular belief that behavior at this age is more manageable 6 . There seem to be diverse opinions among pediatricians and family physicians regarding the ideal age for referring patients to the dentist the first time. 
CONCLUSIONS
The results of this study show 
